@Congress of the Mnited States
Mashington, BE 20515

November 18, 2011

Chief Justice John Roberts
Presiding Officer

Judicial Conference

One Columbus Circle, NE
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mr. Chief Justice:

We write you today in your capacity as Presiding Officer of the Judicial Conference. We call
your attention to the letter sent to the Conference by members of the House of Representatives
on September 29, 2011, requesting an investigation of possible violations by Justice Clarence
Thomas of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978.

Evidence that Justice Thomas failed for 13 years to accurately disclose his wife’s employment
has been submitted to the Conference and we believe the Conference is required by law to refer
the matter to the Department of Justice for further investigation.

In January, Common Cause and Alliance for Justice alerted the Judicial Conference to Justice
Thomas’s repeated failure to make accurate financial disclosures as required under the Ethics
Act. Justice Thomas then amended 21 years of his financial disclosure forms, explaining that he
had, “misunderstood the reporting instructions.”

Since we sent our September 29 letter, important new information concerning this matter has
come to our attention. Disclosure forms obtained by Common Cause and Alliance for Justice
show that Justice Thomas accurately filed his financial disclosure forms, including his wife’s
employment, for as many as 10 years beginning in 1987 when he was Chair of the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission.

Justice Thomas continued to file accurate disclosure forms concerning his wife’s employment
when he was a judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. He also
accurately filed his financial disclosure forms regarding his wife’s employment for the first five
years he was a Justice of the Supreme Court.

In 1997 however, Justice Thomas stopped disclosing his wife’s employment on his annual form,
instead marking the box labeled “NONE,” to indicate his wife had no employment that year.
Other public documents show that Justice Thomas’s wife was employed in 1997 by the Office of
the U.S. House Majority Leader.

Justice Thomas continued to omit his wife’s employment from his disclosures for the next 12
years, marking the ‘NONE’ box on his annual forms. Other publicly available documents
indicate that Justice Thomas’s wife did have employment in every one of those twelve years.
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Her employers included the Office of the U.S. House Majority Leader, the Heritage Foundation
and Hillsdale College.

Documents obtained by Common Cause and Alliance for Justice show that Justice Thomas’s
wife earned over $1.6 million from these sources. We understand that Justice Thomas is not
required to disclose those earnings but we include the number here to show that his wife’s
earnings were very substantial and that their omission is unlikely to have been a mere oversight.

It is very ditficult for Justice Thomas to make a credible argument that he understood the filing
instructions for ten years but then misunderstood them for the next thirteen years.

Section 104(b) of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978 requires the Judicial Conference to refer
to the Attorney General any judge whom the Conference “has reasonable cause to believe has
willfully falsified or willfully failed to file information required to be reported.”

We believe these facts easily establish reasonable cause and therefore reiterate the request of
September 29, 2011, and urge you to review these facts and make the appropriate referral to the
Attorney General for further investigation.

Sincerely,

Bloworais

Louise M. Sladghter Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Cc: Jill C. Sayenga
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Robert Andrews, Member of Congress
Karen Bass, Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer, Member of Congress
Bruce L. Braley, Member of Congress
Kathy Castor, Member of Congress
David N. Cicilline, Member of Congress
Yvette D. Clarke, Member of Congress
James E. Clyburn, Member of Congress
Steve Cohen, Member of Congress

. Gerald E. Connolly, Member of Congress
. John Conyers Jr., Member of Congress

. Pater A. DeFazio, Member of Congress

. Theodore E. Deutch, Member of Congress
. Lloyd Doggett, Member of Congress

. Donna F. Edwards, Member of Congress

. Keith Ellison, Member of Congress

. Anna G. Eshoo, Member of Congress

. Sam Farr, Member of Congress

. Bob Filner, Member of Congress

. Barney Frank, Member of Congress

. Gene Green, , Member of Congress

. Raidl M. Grijalva, Member of Congress

. Alcee L. Hastings, Member of Congress

. Maurice D. Hinchey, Member of Congress
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Michael M. Honda, Member of Congress
Jesse L. Jackson Jr., Member of Congress
Henry C. "Hank" Johnson Jr. , Member of Congress
Barbara Lee, Member of Congress

John Lewis, Member of Congress

Ben Ray Lujian, Member of Congress
Carolyn B. Maloney, Member of Congress
Jim McDermott, Member of Congress
James P. McGovern, Member of Congress
Brad Miller, Member of Congress

Gwen Moore, Member of Congress

James P. Moran, Member of Congress
Christopher S. Murphy, Member of Congress
Jerrold Nadler, Member of Congress

John W. Olver, Member of Congress
William L. Owens, Member of Congress
Frank Pallone Jr., Member of Congress
Chellie Pingree, Member of Congress

Jared Polis, Member of Congress

Steven R. Rothman, Member of Congress
Janice D. Schakowsky, Member of Congress
Louise M. Slaughter, Member of Congress
Jackie Speier, Member of Congress

Fortney Pete Stark, Member of Congress
Betty Sutton, Member of Congress

Paul Tonko, Member of Congress

Lynn C. Woolsey, Member of Congress
John A. Yarmuth, Member of Congress



